The Causes of the World War
Vorwdrts and the executive committee of the Socialist
party (which at the same time published a manifesto
on July 3ist recommending prudence, in view of the
proclamation of a state of siege) repudiated all respon-
sibility for the outbreak of war.(i3) But capitalism was
not the only culprit; there was also aggressive Czarism,
and it was upon the latter that Bethmann-Hollweg laid
the strongest emphasis in a memorandum which he
circulated to the members of the Reichstag on August 4th.
In this memorandum the German Chancellor declared
that war was the result of Russia's deliberate interference
in the Austro-Serbian dispute and the military measures
which she had taken, whereas it was her duty to await
events; he represented Russia as having taken the initiative
by the invasion of German territory, and concluded: "It
is therefore Russia who has started the war against us."
In the White Book concerning the negotiations between
Germany and Russia, the German Chancellor published
the telegrams exchanged between the Kaiser and the
Czar; but carefully omitted the one in which Nicholas II
proposed to submit the Austro-Serbian dispute to the
Hague Arbitration Court.
On August 4th the Socialist parliamentary group voted
the war credits unanimously; but it was a unanimity
which had not been arrived at without a struggle, for at
a preliminary meeting the day before fourteen votes
were cast against the motion, among them that of Hugo
Haase, the chairman of the Reichstag group. But this
was a tiny minority by comparison with the seventy-
eigfct votes in favour of supporting the credits, and even
this fraction of the group attended the public session of
the Reichstag with the intention of following the lead
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